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PROCEEDINGS 
DEOEMBEE, 1921. 

THE fifty-seventh meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature 
and Exegesis was called to order by President Eullerton 
at 11.00 a. m. on Wednesday, December 28 th, 1921, in the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, New York. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 
Reports of the Corresponding Secretary, the Recording Secretary, 
and the Treasurer were read and accepted. The President 
appointed committees as follows: 

To audit the Treasurer's account, Professors Sanders and 
Moulton. 

To nominate officers for next year, Professors Montgomery, 
Torrey and Schmidt. 

To prepare memorial resolutions, Professors Bewer, Fullerton, 
Grottheil, Kyle, Montgomery, Morgenstern. 

The Secretary was requested to forward a vote of thanks to 
the Jewish Theological Seminary for their hospitality. 

The Report of the Committee on the Cataloguing of Biblical 
Manuscripts in America, was presented by Professor H. P. Smith. 
It was voted that a preliminary list of Biblical manuscripts in 
America be published in the Journal of the Society. 

It was voted that the Publication Committee be authorized 
to prepare an index to volumes 21 to 40 of the Journal. 

Professor Bewer reported on behalf of the Committee on 
Arrangements. 

Professor Cadbury reported on the work of the Membership 
Committee. This report was approved and the Committee 
appointed to continue another year. 
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Papers were read and discussed as follows: 
By I. J. Peritz: The Beginning of the Ethical Element in Hebrew Religion. 
By B. A. Elzas: Determinative Words in the Hebrew Language. 

Wednesday Afternoon, December 28. The Society convened 
about 2.00 p. m. 

A paper was read by Professor P. Haupt on Maschil and 
Shiggaion. 

The following memorial resolutions were read and adopted 
by the Society, having been prepared by the Committee appointed 
for that purpose. 

"Among the unusual losses sustained by the Society of 
Biblical Literature and Exegesis during the past year is the 
death of Rev. George Frederick Wright,D.D.,LL.D.,F.GS. A., 
Professor Emeritus of the Oberlin Graduate School of Theology 
and editor of the Bibliotheca Sacra. It is fitting that a memorial 
resolution should be placed upon our minutes concerning a life 
at once so noble in achievement, so helpful in influence, so 
modest in bearing. 

Dr. Wright was born January 22, 1838, and died April 20th, 
1921, in the eighty-fourth year of his age. He became a member 
of our Society in 1885, only four years after its founding and 
belonged to the generation of pioneers. Only eighteen members 
of the Society still living have had a longer connection with it 
than did he. Perhaps no one of our colleagues has led a more 
varied, more romantic or more useful life than Dr. Wright. 
His first field of work was in the stony soil of a small Vermont 
parish. But he made it yield bountifully, for it was there that 
he became interested in Glacial Geology. This was to be the 
absorbing interest of his life and for his achievements in this 
branch of science he will perhaps be longest remembered. What 
Dr. Wright accomplished for the freedom of scientific investigation 
should not be forgotten, least of all by this Society. The first 
work referred to in the extensive Bibliography of his publications 
which brought him to the attention of some of the leading 
scientists of his day, such as Asa Gray, was an article on "The 
Ground of Confidence in Inductive Reasoning", published in the 
New Englander in 1871. At that time Darwinism was the storm 
centre of theological controversy in this country, and it took 
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much courage even to seem to take a sympathetic attitude 
toward it. Yet in 1875, Dr. Wright published a series of articles 
in the Bibliotheca Sacra in which Darwin's theories were given 
so fair and objective a presentation that Darwin himself, in a 
private letter to the author, spoke of it as "powerfully written 
and most clear". His interest in Geology led later on to 
Dr. "Wright's extensive travels over the world. He was the first 
to give the Muir Glacier a careful study, only a few years after 
its discovery. He was wrecked on an expedition to Greenland, 
where he went to study the ice-fields. In 1900, at the age of 
sixty-three, he made a journey across Asia. He left Pekin the 
day before the Boxer advance on that city, and travelled 1400 
miles of his journey, from Omsk into Turkistan, in a tarantass, 
a native vehicle without seats. The fruits of his various researches 
and expeditions are garnered in such books as his "Ice Age in 
North America" and his "Man and the Glacial Period" originally 
presented in lecture form in two of the three Lowell Institute 
Courses which he was invited to give. JBoth of these works have 
had a very large sale and gained for their author an international 
reputation. The revision of the former book for the sixth edition 
was completed by Dr. Wright only a few months before his 
death. In this connection his work for the Pennsylvania Geo- 
logical Survey in 1881 and for the U. S. Geological Survey in 
1884 — 92 should be noticed. As a member of the latter survey, 
he did exceptionally important work in tracing the glacial 
boundary in the Middle West. 

Largely in recognition of such work he was made President 
of the Ohio Archaeological and Historical Society in 1907, a 
position he held for twelve years. One very pleasing side of 
Dr. Wright's varied interests and attainments was his love of 
good music. On his Russian trip he became much interested in 
Russian ecclesiastical music and brought back with him the 
liturgy of St. John Chrysostom set to music by Tschaikowsky. 
Dr. Wright made a translation of this version, which was 
published in Moscow. According to Professor Dickinson of 
Oberlin, "this was one of the beginnings, if not the actual 
beginning, of the introduction of the music of the Russian 
Church to the attention of American musicians". Meanwhile this 
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indefatigable man was teaching in the chair of New Testament 
Language and Literature in Oberlin (1881 — 92) and in the Chair 
of Harmony of Science and Revelation, a professorship especially 
created for him (1892—1907), while from 1884 to the very end 
of his life he was editor-in-chief, for most of the time the sole 
editor, of the Bibliotheca Sacra, the oldest theological quarterly 
with a continuous history, in the United States. Dr. Wright 
represented a conservative position in his theological outlook. 
Through his journal he carried on a manly and able defense of 
his views, which he held with great sincerity but with a fine 
toleration for those who differed from him, a trait unfortunately 
rather unusual in theological controversy. But nothing less was 
to be expected from Dr. "Wright by those who knew him. 

Dr. Wright has seldom been able to be present with us in 
these later years, and his achievements, lying as they do to a 
considerable extent outside the immediate interests of our 
society, may not be so well known to our younger members. 
But if they would read that really charming autobiographical 
sketch, "The Story of My Life" which faithfully reflects the 
writer's character in the framework of an era in our national 
life that has almost ended, they would be glad to realize that 
one so gentle and so true had graced our fellowship. 

Dr. Wright represented the finest type of our New England 
Congregationalism, a very definite and distinguished culture in 
our many-sided American life. Refined, of almost child-like 
simplicity, yet with a dignity of character that sprang out of a 
piety deeper than any form, his life has meant much to many 
thousands of his contemporaries and the memory of his sterling 
virtues is a grateful legacy to his personal friends." 

"pt?iD TpB* •o mpsii enn inn 

"Tomorrow is the new moon and thou wilt be missed, for thy 
seat will be empty." 

"These words, spoken by Jonathan to his beloved David, 
come to our mind, as at this our annual gathering we think of 
our friend Morris Jastrow and see his empty seat. For the first 
time in many years he does not answer to his name. The Great 
Master has summoned him, and he has obeyed. We, his colleagues, 
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miss him; and in words of affection we desire to voice our 
appreciation of him and the honor in which we hold his memory. 

We think of him as a scholar, thorough in preparation, sound 
in method, broad in sympathy, bold in vision, constructive in 
research and reliable in conclusion. He illumined many a dark 
spot; and in every province into which his investigation led him 
he laid a firm foundation of knowledge and of method, upon 
which those who come after might build. In the fields of Arabic, 
Assyrian and Sumerian philology, in Assyrian and Babylonian 
religion, folk-lore and law, in Biblical Science in its various 
ramifications, in the History of Religion in its manifold phases, 
he showed himself the faithful, patient student and the competent 
master. To all these sciences he contributed abundantly, he 
advanced and expanded them for our greater knowledge and 
our clearer comprehension. 

But he was more than a mere objective scholar. He was a 
teacher, promoter and disseminator of knowledge as well, whose 
kindly word and whose helpful suggestion again and again revived 
a flagging interest and stimulated a drooping self-confidence. 
"We think of him as the loyal member of many organizations 
and societies, furthering their progress and enlarging their 
activities and usefulness. And at this moment we think of him 
particularly as a fellow-member of our own Society of Biblical 
Literature and Exegesis, a regular attendant at all meetings, a 
helpful and kindly critic, a genial participant in all discussions, 
a devoted worker, a faithful officer, a wise administrator, a 
beloved comrade and friend. 

Yet we rejoice too in the association that has been ours, in 
the friendship that has been given to us, in the knowledge with 
which he enriched us, and in the inspiration which his life offers 
unto us. Of him the words of Proverbs may be said in all truth: 

rniab p*n "or 

The memory of the righteous is for blessing." 

"With Dr. John P. Peters one of the most notable American 
scholars has passed from us. He was born in New York City, 
Dec. 16, 1852, educated in Yale College, Divinity and Graduate 
Schools, where he won his Ph. D. in 1876. After spending three 
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years as tutor in Latin and Greek at Yale, he went to Germany 
for further study and stayed from 1879 to 1883. On his return 
he was appointed Professor of Old Testament Language and 
Literature in the Philadelphia Divinity School in 1884, and 
Professor of Hebrew in the University of Pennsylvania in 1886. 
His heart belonged to the study of the Old Testament and he 
did everything he could to further it. In conjunction with his 
fellow-student, the late President W. P. Harper, he established 
a Hebrew Summer School in connection with the Divinity 
School and published a translation of the Old Testament in his 
Scriptures, Hebreiv and Christian (1886, '89). His eager mind 
was full of great projects. His study in Germany had showed 
him the value of excavations in Assyria and Babylonia for the 
elucidation of the Old Testament. As early as 1883 he secured 
funds from Miss Katherine Lorillard Wolfe for the sending out 
of an expedition under Dr. William Hayes Ward by the American 
Institute of Archaeology. In 1888, he himself sailed as Director 
of the first expedition of the University of Pennsylvania for 
excavations at Nippur in two campaigns in 1888 and '90. The 
story of this expedition Dr. Peters published in two volumes. 
Nippur: or Explorations and Adventures on the Euphrates 
(1896). After his return in 1890, he resumed his professional 
duties, but in 1891 he resigned his professorship in the Divinity 
School when he became assistant rector, and in 1893 his 
professorship in the University, when he became rector of Saint 
Michael's Church in New York, as the successor of his father 
and of his maternal grandfather. The University of Pennsylvania 
honored him with the Sc. D., and Yale University with the D. D. 
in 1895. Though burdened with the duties of a large city church 
and actively engaged in social and political work, Dr. Peters 
always found time to pursue his beloved Old Testament and 
Oriental studies. In 1901 he published the Old Testament and 
the New Scholarship. In 1902, he visited Palestine with Dr. 
Hermann Thiersch, of Munich, with whom he published a study 
of the remarkable painted tombs at Marissa, under the title 
Painted Tombs from the Necropolis of Marissa (1905). In 1904 
he published his lectures on The Early Hebrew Story and in 
1914 his important Religion of the Hebrews. In 1919 he gave 
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up his rectorship at St. Michael's and in 1919 — 20 he was again 
in Palestine as a lecturer in the American School of Oriental 
Research and busily gathering material for the elucidation of 
the Psalms to which he had devoted much study for years. 
In 1920, he went to the University of the South, Sewanee, Tenn., 
as Professor of New Testament Exegesis. In the winter of 
1920 — 21, he gave his Paddock lectures at the General Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York City, which embody the results of 
his work on the Psalms. They are now to be published under 
the title The Psalms as Liturgies. That same year he delivered 
the Bross Lectures at Lake Forest College on the history and 
religion of the Hebrews. They also are soon to appear under 
the title of Bible and Spade. Both series he himself prepared 
for the press before he died, "though dead, he yet speaketh". 
On November 10, 1921, he died at the Presbyterian Hospital, 
New York, from heart disease after an illness of three weeks. 
The Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis has lost in 
Dr. Peters one of its most active and valuable members. His 
frequent contributions at its meetings and in its Journal were 
marked by keen and independent thought, for he was an explorer 
in every way. We shall miss his wise counsel, his stimulating 
discussion, and his genial presence. But we are proud of having 
had him in our membership ever since 1883." 

It was voted that a copy of each minute be sent to the relatives 
of the deceased. 

The Presidential Address on Points of View in the Discussion 
of Isaiah's Hopes for the Future was read by Professor Fullerton. 
Papers were read and discussed as follows: 

By G. A. Barton: The Trial of Jesus Before the Sanhedrin. 

By D. Levine: Maschil Psalms. 

By P. Haupt: "Casting All Your Care Upon Him." 

Wednesday Evening, December 28. The Society convened 
about 8.00 p. m. 

Papers on Archaeological subjects were presented according 

to the following program: 

*By "W. J. Moulton : Report on the American Schools of Oriental Research. 

By M. I. Hussey: Report of the Field Secretary. 

*By A. T. Clay: Prospects of Babylonian and Assyrian Archaeology. 
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*By G. A. Barton: "Weill's Excavations on the Ophel Hill, Jerusalem. 
*By J. A. Montgomery: Recent Excavations in Palestine. 

* Illustrated with the Stereopticon. 

Thursday Morning, December 29. The Society convened 
about 9.30 a. m. 

At the request of the President, Professor Porter had arranged 
a Symposium on Eschatology, in accordance with which the 
following papers were read and discussed: 
By N. Schmidt: The Origin of Jewish Eschatology. 
By A. V. W. Jackson: The Question of Persian Influence on Jewish 

Eschatology. 
By L. Ginzherg : The Place of Apocalyptical Literature in Judaism from 

the Book of Daniel to 135 A. D. 
By E. P. Scott: The Place of Apocalyptical Conceptions in the Mind of 

Jesus. 
By B. "W. Bacon: "The Son of Man" in the Usage of Jesus. 
By F. C. Porter: The Eschatology of Paul. 

Thursday Afternoon, December 29. The members met 
about 2.00 p. m. 

The report of the Council was presented by Professor Cadbury. 
This report was approved and the persons nominated for member- 
ship were elected. The following nominations presented by the 
Nominating Committee were accepted as the officers for 1922: 

Prof. W. R. Arnold President. 

Prof. M. L. Margolis Vice-President. 

Prof. H. J. Cadbury Recording Secretary. 

Prof. T. J. Meek Treasurer. 

Prof. C. R. Bowen 

Prof. A. T. Clay 

Prof. J. A. Kelso 

Prof. W. N. Donovan 

Prof. I. F. Wood 

} Representative on the Corporation 
of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research. 

A vote of thanks was passed to those who had prepared and 
participated in the Symposium. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Columbia University for the 
use of the lantern which they had kindly loaned. 

A report of the Auditing Committee was accepted. 



Associates in Council. 
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Papers were read and discussed as follows: 
By C. C. Torrey: The Prediction of the Destruction of Tyre in Ezekiel 26. 
By 0. R. Sellers: The Locusts in Joel. 
By R. H. Pfeiffer: Cherubim. 
By P. P. Ramsay: A Plan for a Commentary. 
By G. R. Berry: The Date of Ezekiel 38 l— 39 20. 
By M. L. Margolis: (a) Gen. 4 lb: read 'et 'adoni. (b) Sabaotk Ketib, 

ton dunameon Kere. (c) Are our oldest texts of the LXX descended 

from a Hebrew-Greek Interlinear? 
By A. Ahlquist: The Latest Swedish Translation of the New Testament. 
By C. R. Bowen: Probabilia Concerning Colossians. 
By T. J. Meek: "Was Jeremiah a Priest? 
By J. A. Montgomery: The Greek Texts of Daniel. 
By D. Levine: Meaning of Genesis 49 22-21. 
By B. A. Elzas : A Note on Eccles. 8 10. 
By G. A. Barton: The Meaning of epitimdn in the Gospels. 
By P. Haupt: (a) The "Compendium of Eschatology". (b) Mixed Metres. 

Adjourned at 4.30 p. m. 

Henet J. Cadbuby, Recording Secretary. 



REPORT OF RECORDING SECRETARY 

The membership reported at the meeting of this Society in 
1920 was 239. The losses through death or resignation have 
been 21. The accessions to membership, have been 48; members 
elected by the Society who have qualified as members in 1921, 
numbering 21; members elected by the Membership Committee 
who have qualified as members this year 27. Apparent total 
membership to date 266. It is likely that many others elected 
by the membership committee in the last few weeks will qualify 
as members next year. 

Three regular members of the Society have died during 
the year: 

Professor George Frederick "Wright died April 20th. 
Professor Morris Jastrow, Jr. died June 22nd. 
Professor John P. Peters died November 10th. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Henet J. Cadbuby, Recording Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

To the Members of the Society of Biblical Literature : 

Since your last meeting it devolved upon the Editors of the 
Journal to issue volume XXXIX for 1920, which is now in the 
hands of members and subscribers. The first two quarterly 
numbers of volume XL for the current year should be on the 
way ; the final proof was read and instructions sent to the Printer 
to issue the numbers; the delay is incomprehensible and regret- 
table. There is further material in the hands of the Printer for 
the forthcoming numbers and additional material has been passed 
on by the Editors and will be ready for delivery to the Printer 
shortly. In addition, volume XXXIV for 1915 is being reprinted, 
and I have received 64 pages of proof. Compared with the slow 
progress of printing from manuscript copies, frequently imper- 
fectly prepared and necessitating many proofs, the speed with 
which the re-printing is proceeding is encouraging. 

I have occupied the Chairmanship of the Editorial Committee 
since 1914. I have derived great pleasure from my labor in 
editing the volumes and carrying on the correspondence, highly 
edifying in dealing with contributors, somewhat less satisfactory 
in conveying our wishes to the Printers. The time has come 
when the Editorial Committee should be reconstituted and my- 
self relieved from duty. The incoming Committee will be aided 
by my colleagues and myself in taking up the work where we 
let go, and we wish them success in their task. 

Max L. Maegolis, Corresponding Secretary. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT, 1921 

Receipts 

Balance carried forward $ 452.70 

Jan. 1, Interest, Savings Bank 12.54 

July 1, Interest, Savings Bank 10.46 

Mar. 14, Yale Press Balance 290.38 

Dues 771.60 

8 1537.68 



1920 
Dec. 27, 

1921 . 
Jan. 5, 

„ 10, 

» io, 
„ io, 

Feb. 28, 

Mar. 9, 

May 2, 

May 23, 

June 24, 

Aug. 10, 

Sep. 10, 

Nov. 7, 

„ 7, 

Dec. 2, 

„ 16, 

,, 24, 

„ 27, 



Disbursements 

Stereopticon at 56 th Meeting & 12.00 

National Tradesmen's Bank for M. 20,000 280.30 

Shea Brothers, for programs and post cards .... 19.75 

H. J. Cadbury, Expenses 14.39 

New Haven Printing Co., Bills for Treasurer . . . 4.00 

Yale University, Clerical help and postage 5.08 

Postage, Treasurer 2.24 

Yale Press, Programs 9.60 

M. L. Margolis, Cable to Drugulin 5.07 

Exchange on Toronto Bank 1.28 

Postage, Treasurer 1.75 

National Tradesmen's Bank for M. 20,000 230.25 

H. J. Cadbury, expenses 13.46 

H. J. Cadbury, printing for Membership Committee 4.75 

Exchange on Canada check 0.30 

Stamped Envelopes, Treasurer 11.23 

M. L. Margolis, Postage and Clerical Expenses . . 48.70 

$ 664.15 
Cash on hand 

Savings Bank 733.36 

Checking Account 140.17 873.53 

S 1537.68 



In addition, there stands to our credit in the 
Deutsche Bank, Berlin, M. 61,899. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE DAHL, Treasurer. 
Audited and found correct 

F. K. SANDERS 
W. J. MOULTON 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO 

CONSIDER THE SUBJECT OF A CATALOGUE OF 

BIBLICAL MANUSCRIPTS IN THIS COUNTRY 

Your Committee have the honor to report that at a meeting 
held in April last it was decided that the first step would be to 
find out what manuscripts are in this country. They therefore 
sent out about four hundred copies of a questionnaire asking for 
information. These were sent to all the theological seminaries, 
to the principal public libraries, the leading universities and such 
private collectors as were known to be interested in the subject. 
We received a large number of replies, the majority indicating 
that the library in question had no Biblical manuscripts. From 
the affirmative replies we learn that we can locate over fifty 
Hebrew Manuscripts (besides a number of Geniza fragments), 
thirty eight of the Latin Bible, twenty three of the Greek New 
Testament, eight of the Greek Old Testament, seven Syriac, 
five Ethiopic, four Samaritan, six Armenian, five Targums, five 
Arabic, one Coptic and one Slavonic. 

Some, but by no means all, of these are described in the 
following publications: and on the other hand some of those in 
the published lists are not included in the number mentioned 
above. 

Mitchell, Critical Handbook of the Greek New Testament (1896). 

Harvard Theological Studies, No. IV. 

Goodspeed, Greek Gospel Texts {Historical and Linguistic Studies Relating 

to the New Testament). 
Michigan Studies, Vols. 8, 9, and 10. 
Sitterly, Praxis in Manuscripts of the New Testament. 

It should be noted that there are a number of manuscripts 
in private hands which have not been described by the owners. 
The owners have, however, indicated their willingness to have 
these examined by competent persons, if it shall be found feasible 
to prepare such a catalogue as is in the mind of the Society. 

It seems to your Committee that it would be perfectly feasible 
to prepare a catalogue if the members of the Society are self- 
sacrificing enough to give the time necessary to describe the 
various manuscripts. Some rule should be adopted whereby the 
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data should be the same in all cases. The details should in each 
case include size of the manuscript, both size of page and 
number of pages; the material; the age; the condition; the 
character of the writing, and the contents, that is what Biblical 
books or parts of books are included. The expense would 
probably not be an obstacle, if (as we suppose) the necessary 
space would not be more than occupied by a single number of 
our journal. 

The whole question is submitted to your consideration, and 
we shall be glad of any suggestions. 

Henky Preserved Smith, Chairman 
Chas. C. Edmunds 
Alexander Marx 



